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Chapter 8 
Form Letter Comments 

This section contains copies of the form letters received, listed in Table 8-1.  A 
sample of each type of form letter is followed by responses to the comments 
presented in that letter.  A list of the people who signed and submitted each form 
letter is provided in Appendix A.  Where signatories of a form letter changed the 
content of the form, those altered forms and responses to additional comments 
are included following the general form letter responses.  Responses to comments 
are numbered individually in sequence, corresponding to the numbering assigned 
to comments in each comment letter.  The responses are prepared in answer to 
the full text of the original comment. 

Table 8-1.  Form Letters Received on the Draft EIS/EIR 

Form Letter 1 

Form Letter 2 

Form Letter 3 

Form Letter 4 

Form Letter 5 

Form Letter 6 

Form Letter 7 

Form Letter 8 

Form Letter 9 

Form Letter 10 

Form Letter 11 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 1-1, Form 1-2, and Form 1-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Form 1-4 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 2-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 2-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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Form Letter 3 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 3-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 3-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 

Form 3-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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Form Letter 4 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 4-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 4-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 5-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 5-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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Form Letter 6 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 6-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Form 6-2 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 7-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 7-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Form 7-3 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Form Letter Comments

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
8-17 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Form Letter 8 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 8-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 9-1, Form 9-2, and Form 9-5 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Form 9-3 and Form 9-6 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 9-4 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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Form Letter 10 
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Responses to Comments 

Form 10-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 10-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 

Form 10-3 

Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives Considered in the 
Draft EIS/EIR, describes the different alternatives that were evaluated for their 
ability to meet the project purpose and need.  The effects of the SDIP on 
biological resources, including fish, are fully described in the SDIP Draft 
EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact assessment for fish, vegetation and 
wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant effect is found to result from 
implementation of the SDIP, DWR and Reclamation will implement mitigation 
measure(s) to ensure that the overall impact is less than significant.  Additionally, 
DWR and Reclamation have committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in 
Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta Improvements 
Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Form 10-4 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Form 10-5 

DWR and Reclamation have committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in 
Master Response K, Staged Decision Making Process and Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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Form 10-6 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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Form Letter 11 
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Responses to Comments 

F11-1 

The SDIP is composed of two stages.  Stage 1 includes constructing and 
operating the a fish control gate at head of Old River and three flow control gates 
located on Middle River, Grant Line Canal, and Old River.  Stage 2 would 
increase diversions to CCF up to 8,500 cfs.  A description of how the gates 
would be constructed and operated is provided in Chapter 2, “Project 
Description,” of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR. 

F11-2 

Please see Master Response J, Relationship Between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the CALFED Record of Decsion and EIS/EIR 
Programmatic Documents. 

F11-3 

Stage 1 of the SDIP would not increase south-of-Delta exports.  Stage 2 of the 
SDIP would increase diversions to CCF up to 8,500 cfs.  An evaluation of the 
amount of additional water that would be exported under Stage 2 is provided in 
SDIP Draft EIS/EIR Section 5.1, Water Supply.  The Draft EIS/EIR evaluated 
the environmental impacts of increasing exports as described in the water supply 
chapter.  Increasing exports beyond those amounts would require additional 
analysis. 

F11-4 

Section 5.3, Water Quality, of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR describes the expected 
changes in water quality as a result of operating Stage 1 and Stage 2.  Stage 1 
does not include increasing exports from the south Dellta.  As shown in 
Table 5.3-1, water quality would general remain the same compared to existing 
conditions or would improve.  Table 5.3-3 shows changes in water quality under 
Stage 2 conditions.  Similar to Stage 1, the quality of water in the south Dela 
would generally remain similar to existing conditions or would improve. 

F11-5 

Please see response to comment F11-4.  SDIP Draft EIS/EIR Section 5.2, Delta 
Tidal Hydraulics.provides the assessment of changes in south Delta water levels.  
As summarized in Table 5.2-6, there would be a small change in the tidal levels 
and flows for each project alternative. 
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F11-6 

Section 6.1, Fish, of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR includes an assessment of striped 
bass and black bass. 

F11-7 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship Between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master 
Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

F11-8 

Chapter 2, “Project Description,” of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR provides a 
description of the fish control gate and the flow control gates.  The head of Old 
River, Grant Line Canal, and Old River at DMC gates will all include boat locks.  
The Middle River gate does not include a boat lock, however, boats would able 
to pass over the gate when not in use. 

F11-9 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process 

F11-10 

Please see Sections 5.3, Water Qualiy, 5.2, Delta Tidal Hydraulics, 5.5, Flood 
Control and Levee Stability, and 6.1, Fish, of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR regarding 
water quality, water levels, flood control, and fish, respectively. 
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Form Letter POST 
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Responses to Comments 

POST-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

POST-2 

The SDIP is intended to balance the needs of the environment with the needs of 
the water users south of the Delta.  Impacts identified as potentially significant 
will be mitigated to a less-than-significant level to ensure minimal effects on the 
environment. 

POST-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

POST-4 

The SDIP is the first CALFED conveyance action.  Several restoration and water 
quality projects have already been implemented or are underway.  CALFED 
actions implemented specifically to improve habitats and the environment help to 
reduce the effects of the overall CALFED Program on these resources.  However, 
CEQA and NEPA require lead agencies to identify and mitigate specifically 
impacts on environmental resources.  Therefore, specific mitigation of each 
specific impact resulting from the implementation of the SDIP is proposed. 

POST-5 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

POST-6 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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